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What
A Year!

J

ust when you think the year 2020
has thrown you its last curve ball,
you’d better duck as you never
know what’s coming. In St Barth, an
unassailable myth was shattered last
week with the armed robbery at Diamond Genesis. The nonchalance with
which the thieves sauntered into the store
(the video is online), and it will be interesting to see if they are caught and what
their story is.
In the meantime, the holiday bubble has
not yet burst and merrymaking continues
especially at the beachfront restaurants
during the day. DJs pump up the volume,
and it seems as if masks are worn more
or less regularly, as required. New Year’s
Eve dinners are posting stratospheric
prices, but as we like to say, “you pay for
the view,” and where else in the world is
such gourmet dining available in such a
spectacular setting. The Port of Gustavia
is also hopping with as many yachts as in
the past seasons, bringing more partygoers to the island.
But behind the glitz and glamour, the
Collectivity has some serious issues to
confront as 2020 draws to a close. One
of these is the massive demand for electricity, the need to produce it by burning
fossil fuel, and the desire to migrate to
renewable energy in the near future.
Details in this issue of The Weekly.
The art scene continues with such galleries as Space SBH and Les Artisans
featuring local and international artists,
including Lindy Shuttleworth’s beautiful pottery at Les Artisans and JeanPhilippe Piter’s cheeky photographs at
Space St-Barth.
Ellen Lampert-Gréaux
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Covid-19 Epidemic Shows Slight
Decrease In Saint Barth

T

he December 18 epidemiological report
from the French Public
Health Service shows two new
positive cases of the Coronavirus for the week of December 7-13, and seven cases last
week. The cases were confirmed for patients between the
ages of 15 and 64, all residing
in Saint Barthélemy. These nine
positive cases of Covid19,
reflecting a slight decrease in
the number of new cases, were
identified via PCR and antigen
tests. With only 10 doctor visits
for Severe Respiratory Infections and no emergency room
reports for suspicion of Covid19, the reduction of the circulation of the virus is confirmed.
During her visit to the island

last week, Valérie Denux, director of the Regional Health
Agency for Guadeloupe, noted,
“The situation is under control.
The number of cases doesn’t
mean much on the island as it’s
small, it’s the positivity rate that
is important and that remains
low. The major concern now
are the holidays. Today the level of the virus is down, but the
holidays could cause a rapid
increase, because, yes, the virus
is on the island.”
Since August 3, two patients
from Saint Barth were evacuated and placed in intensive care.
One death has been reported
here since the beginning of pandemic last February. A total of
182 cases have been confirmed
since March 2020.

Jewelry Store Robbed In Gustavia

E

arly
Wednesday
evening, December 16,
three masked men carrying guns robbed the Diamond
Genesis boutique in Gustavia.
After tying up the two employees in the store as well as two
clients who arrived on the scene,
the robbers stole high-priced
jewelry and watches. “We suppose it was a great loss. At this
time the actual amount of the

loot has not been confirmed,”
indicated the gendarmerie the
next day. RCI (Radio Caribbean
International) mentioned a sum
of 2M€.
The robbers fled on scooters,
which they abandoned in Public.
After that, there are several
hypotheses. Technicians from
Saint Martin came to support the
gendarmes, and the case is still
under investigation.
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The Collectivity Adopts A Local Energy Code
Since 2007, the Collectivity has been responsible for energy, rather than the French government. It
took until December 2020 for the territorial council to vote on a local energy code. A fundamental
document.

D

uring their final meeting
of the year, the territorial
council members debated the first version of a local energy code. The creation of its own
code represents a fundamental
step for the Collectivity. Renewing certain national requirements
is a condition to guarantee to
maintaining fair prices, in other
words, France pays for extra costs
related to the remoteness of the
island, allowing residents to not
have their EDF bills double or
triple. This code is also essential
to receive aid from FACE, which
has been financing the placing of
our electric wires underground
since Irma, to the tune of 8M€. It
also provides a framework, with
legal protection so that each partner (French government, Collectivity, EDF) can calmly play its
role. In addition, the absence of an
agreement made it impossible for
the EDF to invest in replacing the
old motors at their electric plant in
Public. The guarantee by the
French government to maintain
the price adjustment has reassured
the EDF group. But the government wants it clearly understood
that the taxes on fuel collected by
the Collectivity are not financed
by France, but by the consumers,
who will see the sum reflected on
their bills (an increase of 20%
over three years is planned starting in 2021). The Collectivity is
thus reassured that they can manage their energy without losing
the preferential rates.

A Goal of 50% Renewable
In 10 Years
And what about the future? Today,
the entirely of the electricity pro-

duced on the island is from fossil
fuel brought by cargo ship and
burned in the motors at the plant
in Public. Energy security, but
nothing could be worse in terms
of the environment (Yet Saint
Barth is far from being the only
place in the world to use thermal
energy, far from it, especially for
an island). However, on an island
that has the means, and where its
image is important, and the desire
of the population can he heard,
Saint Barth is late in its transition
to new forms of energy. The solar
panel project for the roof of the
incinerator has been stopped due
to cement dust that covers the
neighborhood. New public buildings (post office in Lorient,
medico-social center) do not have
any solar panels either. Other than
aid for individuals for the installation of solar or thermal panels,
which is not too frequently used,
there aren’t any ambitious projects
on the island. However, the time
has come because after the energy

code, next comes the PPE, currently being written. This multiannual energy project defines the
level of renewable energy desired
by 2030 and beyond, and by what
means, by creating a precise blueprint.

Decreasing The Demand
Before embarking on an ecological transition, the first thing that
has to happen is to cut energy use.
With that in mind, a MDE (manage the demand for energy) committee was created last year and
will get to work very seriously in
the months to come. On an island
like ours, there are a lot of questions and the answers are pretty
clear: it is really necessary to heat
the pool? Is it necessary to aircondition the entire house all year
long? To cool the shops while
leaving the doors open? Or
installing huge glass doors facing
south?
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Five Firefighters Honored For Acts Of Courage
On the feast day for Sainte Barbe, the patron saint of firefighters, five representatives of the territorial fire department were officially honored for their acts of courage and sense of duty, with one of
them, Thomas Charmillon, receiving a special medal of honor. In November 2019, they saved a
man in danger of death, by the natural pools in Petit-Cul-de-Sac.

T

he victim is
deeply indebted
to them. On Sunday, November 3, 2019,
this Lithuanian was
swimming in the natural
pools in Petit-Cul-de-Sac
in bad weather, when he
was carried away by a
wave. The firefighters
took great risk in the rescue operation. After
being alerted by an eyewitness, they ran to the
location on foot. Thomas
Charmillon threw himself into the water to
reach the drowning man,
who was exhausted after
over an hour in the water.
Attached by a rope to the
other firefighters who
remained on dry land,
Charmillon could not
climb back up the rocks
with the victim. Luckily
the SNSM, on its way
back from helping a boat
in difficulty off the coast
of Gustavia, came to the
rescue. Charmillon managed to help the man get
aboard their boar, the
SNS 269 Capitaine

Danet, in spite of very
rough seas. The victim
survived the fright of his
life, weary but in good
health.
A year later, the five firefighters who participated
in this operation were
officially honored for
their services at the
Sainte Barbe celebration
in early December.
Thomas Charmillon was
singled out and awarded
a bronze medal for his
“act of courage and
devotion.” The four others received an official
letter of congratulations:
lieutenant Christophe
Laurens, sergeant-chef
Aude Vermillard, volunteer corporal Karine Brin,
and volunteer 1st class
Timothy Lepinay.
Other than this distinction for a specific intervention, 17 members of
Saint Barth’s fire squad
“who have constantly
shown proof of their
devotion,” as per a pre-

Washed out of the natural pools by a large wave, a man
spent over an hour alone in the ocean fearing for his life.
He was rescued, exhausted but in good health.
Photo©SNSM Saint-Barth

fectural decree, also
received a medal at this
event, based on their
years of service. A
bronze medal went to
Gilles Alayrangues, Yves
Aubin, Thierry Brin,
Frédéric Clavier, Michel
Gréaux, Willy Maxor,
Alice Questel, Fabrice
Questel, Aurélien Rasse,

Laurent Riviere, and
Patrick Riviere. A silver
medal was presented to
Patrick
Blanchard,
Bernard
Gendrey,
Sébastien Jan, Richard
Ramassamy, and Aude
Vermillard. And finally,
Christophe Lepinay was
honored with a gold
medal.

Family photo of St Barth’s professional and volunteer firefighters with officials.
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Science Fair Delights Local School Kids
Students from all of the island’s schools participated in a Science Fair, organized by the Saint-Barth
Heritage association. During field trips in Colombier, they even enriched the database of the National Natural History Museum.

O

n December 7-11, SaintBarth Heritage invited
the school kids in Saint
Barth to participate in a week of
exploration.
For an hour each morning, accompanied by Anne Querrard-Lamouler, a specialist from the associations, the students, equipped with
their cameras, were transformed
into little scientists doing their
photo-journalism. Their itinerary
started at the outlook point in
Colombier, offering a breathtaking view oin the island and out to
the horizon, before taking the little
path to observe the local flora and
fauna. The goal of this expedition? Fill in the database for INPN
Species* at the National Natural
History Museum, in which “Saint
Barth was not even mentioned
until a few weeks ago,” according
to Anne Querrard-Lamouler.

Students On A Mission
To explain this ecosystem, with its
wealth of various species, Querrard-Lamouler has a wide selection of brochures but also specific
knowledge and a unique pedagogical approach. The students feel
invested in the mission they were
on, while learning from their mistakes thanks to her advice,
because on cannot improvise
when it comes to photography,
there are certain rules to respect:
“You need good composition, and
to make sure the image is in focus
and that the subjects are not shot
in silhouette, while making sure
your hands or feet are not in front
of the lens…” it is fascinating to
see how the students feel involved
when you explain things clearly to
them, even if you have to repeat it
once or twice.

local flora and fauna to the kids
and encourage them to want to
learn more.

The teachers were invited to
download the INPN species app
on their phones. This is a repertory of all forms of animal and vegetal life that cohabit in France, and
now in Saint Barth as well. A
great way to explain about the

No doubt that after this experience, the students will be interested in knowing more about their
surroundings. That is the hope of
the Saint-Barth Heritage associations, which hopes to renew this
experience as soon as possible.
*INPN: National Inventory for
Natural Heritage
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Olivia O, Atypical Yacht Design

Sports For Kids On Vacation
During the Christmas holidays, there are
a lot of local sports clubs that organize
activities for kids.
Nautical Activities

The Nautical Center of Saint Barth and CaribWaterplay offer various nautical activities.
From 8:30am to noon, they host kids starting
at age 7 in the bay of Saint Jean for a wide
choice of nautical sports: windsurfing, kayak,
paddle board, surfing, etc. Four days starting
at 130€: Session 1, Monday December 21 to
Thursday, December 24; Session 2, Monday,
December 28 to Thursday, December 31.
Places are limited. Information and registration at 06.65.95.43.52 or via email at
contact@caribwaterplay.com
Swimming

Y

ou can’t help noticing Olivia O. This
superyacht with an
unusual “nose” has been
anchored off the coast of the
island. Built starting in
2018, this reverse-bow
explorer yacht is not just a
pleasure boat but was
designed to withstand the
most difficult conditions at
sea. It has many “toys” as
well as a helipad, large
swimming pool, spa, gym,
and cinema, with cabins for
20 guests and a crew of 30.
Estimated at $200 million,
Olivia O. belongs to Eyal

Ofer, an Israeli businessman
who resides in Monaco.
Since December 1st, 158
yachts over 20 meters in
length have entered the Port
of Gustavia, with a total of
224 passengers and more
than 800 crew members.
Currently there are over 30
large yachts at the dock or
in the harbor, including five
that measure over 70 meters
long. Several even larger
yachts, more than 100
meters in length, are expected for the holidays.
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The swimming instructors at the territorial
pool offer two one-week sessions over the
holidays for kids four years and older: Monday December 21 to Thursday, December 24
and Monday, December 28 to Thursday,
December 31. Schedule: 8:30am kids arrive;
9am–10am classes from beginner to expert;
snacks; 10:15-11:30am free play: 11:45am
end of session. Information and registration at
0590.27.60.96
Sailing

The Saint-Barth Yacht Club organizes two
sailing programs during Christmas vacation:
Monday, December 21 to Thursday, December 24 (120€), and Monday, December 28 to
Wednesday, December 30 (110€). ‘Jardin des
mers’ for 5 to 6 year olds, mornings and afternoons; Optimist for 7 to 11 year olds, mornings; and RS Féva for 11 years and older in
the afternoons. The registration form can be
downloaded from the SBYC website
(stbarthyachtclub.com) and submitted via
email to moniteurs.sbyc@gmail.com
Tennis

The Saint-Barth Tennis Club offers two kids
programs during the holidays, from Monday,
December 21 to Friday, December 25 from
2pm-5pm, or Monday, December 28 to Friday, January 1st from 2pm-5pm. The fee is
125€ for 5 half-days or 30€ per half-day session. Advance registration required at the tennis club before the first day.
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Joie de Vivre at Space Gallery This Winter!!

T

he French je ne
sais quoi of the
island is summed
up perfectly by JeanPhilippe Piter’s cheeky
and fun portraits. Piter is a
photographer best known
for his playful nude
images, and his work is
characterized by a sense of
joie de vivre.
He celebrates the free-spirit and his works are
always mixed with his signature humor and cheekiness. Piter captures the
essence of the women and
the soul of the landscapes
he photographs. Direct
and authentic, Piter seeks
to capture the perfect barefoot, bohemian lifestyle.
“Simplicity is the first
word that comes to mind
to describe my work. I
stick to the essential kit. I
always shoot in natural
light and never use more

than two lenses. As a
result, there is no artifice
in my photographs. They
have a simplicity that, paradoxically, is hard to
achieve. It has always
been passion over reason.
Authenticity and simplicity.” – JPP
Space Gallery St Barth
carries Jean-Philippe
Piter’s full portfolio of
images as well as a new
capsule collection of
miniatures to mix and
match. Not to be missed,
they are the perfect gift for
any St Barth lover this
winter! His photographs
have appeared in major
international publications
and the third edition of his
bestselling book, ‘The Eye
of St Barth,’ is also available after being released to
meet popular demand.
www.spacegallerystbarth.com
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GASTRONOMY
Gustavia
Bagatelle
Bar de l’Oubli
Bête à Z’Ailes (BAZ Bar)
Black Ginger
Bonito
Café Gloriette
Casa
Eddy’s Restaurant
Fouquet’s Saint-Barth (Carl Gustaf)
Fish Corner
Kinugawa
L’Entracte
L’Isola Ristorante
L’Isoletta
La Crêperie
La Cantina
La Guerite
Le Repaire
Orega
QG
Quarter Kitchen & Cocktail Lab
Shellona
Victoria

Lorient
05.90.27.51.51
05.90.27.70.06
05 90 29 74 09
05.90.29.21.03
05.90.27.96.96
05.90.27.13.71
05.90.27.63.77
05.90.27 54 17
05.90.29 79 35
05.90.51.36.33
05 90.51.13.55
05.90.27.70.11
05.90.51.00.05
05.90.52.02.02
05 90 27 84 07
05.90.27.55.66
05.90.27.71.83
05.90.27 72 48
05.90.52.45.31
05.90.87.41.36
05.90.27.51.82
05.90.29 06 66
05.90.27.73.00

Flamand
La Case (Cheval Blanc)
La Cabane (Cheval Blanc)
La Langouste
Shatira
Chez Rolande

05.90 27 61 81
05.90 27 61 81
05.90.27.63.61
05.90.27.68.67
05.90.27.51.42

Corossol
Le Régal

05.90.27 85 26

Colombier
Les Bananiers
François Plantation (Villa Marie)

05.90.27.93.48
05.90.77.52.52

Anse des Cayes
Chez Yvon
Le Manapany

05.90.29 86 81
05.90.27.66.55

Saline
Esprit Jean-Claude Dufour
Grain de Sel
Tamarin (Le)

05.90.52.46.10
05.90.52 46 05
05.90.29.27.74

Jojo Burger
Le Bouchon
La Bohème
La Licorne
Le Portugal à St Barth

05 90 27 50 33
05 90 27 79 39
05 90 27 52 52
05 90 87 37 93
05 90 27 68 59

Pointe Milou
Mango Bar Restaurant (Lunch)
Christo (Diner & Lounge)

05.90.27.63.63
05.90.27.63.63

Toiny
Jarad (Le Toiny)

05.90 27.88.88

Grand Cul de Sac
Aux Amis (Le Barthélemy)
Yo Sushi Mania

05.90.77.48.48
06.90.62.69.83

Public
Maya’s

05.90.27.75.73

Saint-Jean
Chez Joe (Airport)
Kiki e Mo
Gyp Sea Beach
L’Ardoise
La Terrasse
Le Glacier
Le Jardin
Le Piment
Lil’Rock
Nikki Beach
Pearl Beach
Zion (ex Hideaway)

05.90.27.71.40
05.90.27.90.65
05.90.77.53.01
05.90.77.41.97
05.90.27.52.21
05 90 27 71 30
05 90 27 73 62
05.90 27.53.88
06.90.40.56.62
05.90.27.64.64
05.90.52.81.33
05.90.27.63.62

Lurin
Santa Fé

05.90.27.61.04

W
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EVERY THURSDAY

www.stbarthweekly.com
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TIME OUT

Christmas
Services
- St Bartholomew’s
Anglican Church,
Gustavia
w Thursday Dec. 24
Due to Covid-19, the
Church cancelled its
Christmas Eve Carol
Service. Instead, you
can watch our ‘virtual’
Carol Service on the
Church’s YouTube
Channel (uploaded on
the 24th).
w Friday December 25
Christmas Day Family
Eucharist, 9am
- Catholic Church,
w Thursday Dec. 24
Christmas Eve and
Mass in Gustavia, 7pm
w Friday December 25
Mass of the Nativity
- 7am at Colombier
- 9am at Lorient

Live Music

w Every day
- DJ Set for lunch
@ Le Barthélemy
- from 18th December
- Lunch at Al Mare
Restaurant (Le Sereno)
with DJ Maxine
w Every Saturday
- Mojito Party, DJ Guest
From 3:30pm to 5:30pm
@ Lil’ Rock Saint-Jean
w Friday, December 25
- Gypset Soirees from 7pm
@ Le Manapany
-For Her. Champagne for
Ladies 8-10pm
@ Le Bagatelle
w Saturday, December 26
- Nuit Blanche Party.
White dress code & Joie de
vivre@ Le Bagatelle
w Sunday, December 27
- Jam Family Project :
New flavor to Baz Bar
roaster: Funk Jazz /

Where to go dancing? See an art exhibit? Listen to live music?
Time Out keeps you up to date on local happenings. Let’s party !
Caribbean Jazz from
Guadeloupe. Start @ 8pm
at Baz Bar, Gustavia
w Monday, December 28
- Monday aperitivo with
live music at Al Mare
Restaurant (Le Sereno)
- Tropical Twist Evening
with Live music, starting at
7pm at Le Christopher
- Jam Family Project :
New flavor to Baz Bar
roaster: Funk Jazz /
Caribbean Jazz from
Guadeloupe. Start @ 8pm
at Baz Bar, Gustavia
w Tuesday, December 29
- Jam Family Project :
New flavor to Baz Bar
roaster: Funk Jazz /
Caribbean Jazz from
Guadeloupe. Start @ 8pm
at Baz Bar, Gustavia
w Wednesday, December 30
- Jam Family Project :
New flavor to Baz Bar
roaster: Funk Jazz /
Caribbean Jazz from
Guadeloupe. Start @ 8pm
at Baz Bar, Gustavia

peratori Penn, Hugh
Arnold, Jean-Philippe
Piter and more.
- Group exhibition : Alain
Le Chatelier paintings,
Gery Langlais paintings et
giclée, Stanislas Defize
paintings , David Wegman
giclée & mermaid sculptures, Lindy Shuttleworth
pottery, Dave Stevenson
sculpture @ Les Artisans
Gustavia
- Bronze Sculptures at The
Collectivity Garden
w Art Galleries
- Clic Gallery, Gustavia
- Les Artisans, Gustavia
- Art Hunter, Gustavia
- Camaruche Gallery
- SpaceSBH Gallery
- Pipiri Palace, Gustavia
- Pati's Gallery, St Jean

- Galerie Asie
w Artist’s Collection
- Hannah Moser,
- Kay Quattrocchi, Salines
- Antoine Heckly

Fashion Show

w Every lunch
@ Pearl Beach
@ Nikki Beach
@ Le Barthelemy
w Every Tuesday
- 6:30 pm at La Case with
DJ set, Cheval Blanc
w Every Friday
-7pm at Le Manapany

Exhibitions
An exhibition full of
"flavors": "Cakes" by
Connecticut artist Gary
Komarin, are all about
his vision of...cakes !.
Rare to find, collected
worldwide!
Galerie Asie,
39 rue S. Fahlberg
(opp. Baz Bar),
Open Monday to Saturday 9h30-12h15 &
16h00 - 19h00.
- Space Gallery St Barth
(in Carre D’Or just behind
Hermès) Group exhibition
presenting many new
artists incl. Charles
Moreau, Sophie-Alexia
Joly de Lotbinière, Giorgio
Pasqualetti, Gabriella Im-

Michel and his staff are happy to welcome you
to their pool-side restaurant for lunch & dinner.
Holiday special, in addition to our regular menu.
Lobsters Fresh From The Tank
100 g for 8,00 euros

Hôtel Baie des Anges • Flamands • 0590 27 63 61
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